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Sunday 19th March 2023 	       The Fourth Sunday of Lent: Mothering Sunday
file_2.wmf



























‘As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.’ Isaiah 66:13

9.00am Holy Communion - page 180 (Large print page 106)
11.00am Morning Prayer - page 101 (Large print page 37)
Holy Baptism - page 371 (Large print page 271)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A loop induction system has been installed in the Church for those people using hearing aids. 
Please turn your hearing aid to position ‘T’ for maximum performance.

St Macartin’s – At the Heart of the Community
Strengthening Commitment, Outreach, Worship and Christian Love

























Gathering in God’s Name
Processional Hymn 303
1.
Lord of the Church, we pray for our renewing:
Christ over all, our undivided aim.
Fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing,
wind of the Spirit, fan the living flame!
We turn to Christ amid our fear and failing,
the will that lacks the courage to be free,
the weary labours, all but unavailing,
to bring us nearer what a church should be.

2.
Lord of the Church, we seek a Father’s blessing,
a true repentance and a faith restored,
a swift obedience and a new possessing,
filled with the Holy Spirit of the Lord!
We turn to Christ from all our restless striving,
unnumbered voices with a single prayer:
the living water for our souls’ reviving,
in Christ to live, and love and serve and care.

3.
Lord of the Church, we long for our uniting,
true to one calling, by one vision stirred;
one cross proclaiming and one creed reciting,
one in the truth of Jesus and his word!
So lead us on; till toil and trouble ended,
one Church triumphant one new song shall sing,
to praise his glory, risen and ascended,
Christ over all, the everlasting King!
Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926)

Greeting
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.


A Sentence of Scripture
“As a mother comforts a child so will I comfort you, 
says the Lord.”										(Isaiah 66: 13)
Introduction
For many years, the Fourth Sunday in Lent 
has been observed as Mothering Sunday. 
The tradition arose from a sentence in St Paul’s 
Letter to the Galatians, which for many centuries 
was read in the Epistle of this Sunday: 
in it, St Paul writes of “Jerusalem which is above is free, 
which is the mother of us all.”
So, on this day, we give thanks to God 
who gives us New Birth, 
and for the Church which, like a mother, nurtures us 
in the life of the Spirit.
We also give thanks for our own human mothers, 
and for all the qualities of mothering,
given and received in this congregation.
Penitence
Let us call to mind our sin,
our failure to value the love of others 
and our failure to love as Christ has loved us.
Sit or kneel

Your love gives us life.
We fail to live as your children.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

You call us to do good. 
We seek our own good.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

You hear us when we cry for help. 
We ignore the cries of others.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
The Absolution
The Lord is loving and forgiving to all who turn to him; 
tender and compassionate as a mother towards her children.
May the God of love bring you back to himself, 
forgive you your sins, and assure you of his eternal love
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Acclamation
Stand
O Lord, open our lips:
and our mouth will proclaim your praise.

O God, make speed to save us:
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

Praise the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

The Collects of the Day
Let us pray.
Mothering Sunday
God of compassion,
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself:
Strengthen us in our daily living
that in joy and in sorrow
we may know the power of your presence
to bind together and to heal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lent Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, 
you hate nothing that you have made
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent:
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts
that we, worthily lamenting our sins
and acknowledging our wretchedness,
may receive from you, the God of all mercy,
perfect remission and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Ministry of the Word

Responsorial Psalm 107: 1-9
Response: Whoever is wise will ponder these things 
and consider the loving-kindness of the Lord. 

The First Reading: 1 Samuel 1: 20-22
In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked him of the Lord.’ The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear in the presence of the Lord, and remain there for ever; I will offer him as a nazirite for all time.’
This is the Word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading: Colossians 3: 12-17
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
This is the Word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.



The Third Reading: John 19: 25-27
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.
This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God.

Holy Baptism

Hymn 712
1.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:
unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word;
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

2.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name:
make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure, from age to age the same;
his holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One.

3.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might:
powers and dominions lay their glory by;
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

4.
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:
firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children's children and for evermore.
Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926)

Presentation of Mothers’ Union Long Service Certificates

The Prayers
Concluding with
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Hymn: Colours of Day
1.
Colours of day dawn into the mind,
The sun has come up, the night is behind.
Go down in the city, into the street,
And let’s give the message to the people we meet.

Refrain: So light up the fire and let the flame burn,
Open the door, let Jesus return.
Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow,
Tell the people of Jesus, let his love show.

2.
Go through the park, on into the town;
The sun still shines on, it never goes down.
The light of the world is risen again;
The people of darkness are needing a friend.
Refrain

3.
Open your eyes, look into the sky,
The darkness has come, the Son came to die.
The evening draws on, the sun disappears,
But Jesus is living, his Spirit is near.
Refrain

The Address



The Blessing of the Gifts
Loving God,
thank you for mothers, for grandmothers and godmothers,
and for all the people who care for us, and have cared for us.
May these flowers be a sign of our thanks,
and of the love we all share through you. Amen.

Children are invited to come to the front to distribute the gifts
to all the women in the congregation.
At the end of the distribution of flowers we all say this prayer. 

Thank you God for the love of our mothers:
thank you God for their care and concern;
thank you God for the joys they have shared with us;
thank you God for the pains they have borne for us;
thank you God for all that they give us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory Hymn 89
1.
God is love - his the care,
tending each, everywhere;
God is love - all is there!
Jesus came to show him,
that we all might know him:

Chorus: Sing aloud, loud, loud;
sing aloud, loud, loud:
God is good,
God is truth,
God is beauty - praise him!

2.
Jesus shared all our pain,
lived and died, rose again,
rules our hearts, now as then -
for he came to save us
by the truth he gave us:
Chorus

3.
To our Lord praise we sing -
light and life, friend and king,
coming down love to bring,
pattern for our duty,
showing God in beauty:
Chorus
Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)

The Blessing
May God, who gave birth to all creation, bless you:
may God, who became incarnate by an earthly mother, bless you:
may God, who broods as a mother over her children, bless you.
May almighty God bless you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
now and for ever. Amen.

Exit Processional Hymn 543
1.
Lord of the home, your only Son
received a mother’s tender love,
and from an earthly father won
his vision of your home above.


2.
Help us, O Lord, our homes to make
your Holy Spirit’s dwelling place;
our hands’ and hearts’ devotion take
to be the servants of your grace.

3.
May we with joy our homes prepare
that, were our Lord a child once more,
he might be glad our hearth to share,
and find a welcome at our door.



4.
Lord, may your Spirit sanctify
each household duty we fulfil;
may we our Master glorify
in glad obedience to your will.
Albert F. Bayly (1901-84)
































ANNOUNCEMENTS for Sunday 19th March 2023
Confirmation Class
Next class is on Monday 20th March at 6.30pm in the Hilliard Room.
The Confirmation service is on Sunday 30th April at 11.00am.
Adult Confirmation
Any adults, who are not already confirmed, and would like to be confirmed please contact the clergy or the Parish Office and a member of the Clergy will be in touch.
A service to confirm adults will take place in St Macartin’s Cathedral on Ascension Thursday (18th May) at 7.30pm.  Adults throughout the Diocese are welcome to be confirmed at this service – please contact the clergy for details.
Quadricentennial Service
St Macartin’s Day, 24th March at 7.30pm. Preacher, The Archbishop of Armagh, The Most Rev John McDowell. Invitations are available in the Cathedral porch to invite family and friends. All are welcome.
Flower Festival
Friday 26th to Monday 29th May, 9.00am to 8.00pm each day, closing on Monday 29th at 5.00pm. Teas available each day. Your support will be very important to us over the four day event. To cater we will require approximately forty people per day to help. Do not worry if you do not bake, as there are lots of food items required, and help needed in various areas. Regarding supervision of the Cathedral and car park, twenty eight guides will be required each day to cover four, three hour shifts over the weekend. Committee members will be in the Side Chapel immediately after the 11.00am service today and next Sunday and we ask anyone who can help to please put their name on the Rota.
Flower Festival Donations
Personal donations can be made to cover the cost of flowers. Donations can be made in memory of loved ones and Business donations can also be made. Please note we will not be asking for donations, but anyone can volunteer to make donations and they will be recorded anonymously on a list in the Flower Festival Booklet. 
Wednesday in Lent 22nd March 
7.30pm - Service of Compline
Mid Week Service
Thursday 23rd March
11.00am – 	Holy Communion 
Sunday 26th March - The Fifth Sunday in Lent - Mothering Sunday 
9.00am – 		Holy Communion 
11.00am –  	Holy Communion
 

